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Newspaper Clips 
         January 8, 2015 

IIT-Delhi Faculty Forum Backs Director 

http://www.ndtv.com/article/cities/iit-delhi-faculty-forum-backs-director-645106 
The faculty forum of IIT-Delhi has passed a resolution strongly backing its Director Raghunath Shevgaonkar in the wake 
of his resignation from the post a few days back citing some "unforeseen situations". 
 
"We, the faculty forum of IIT Delhi, unanimously and unitedly extend our full support to our director. We vehemently 
protest the malicious allegations and the politicization of issues in the press and media," the forum said in its resolution, 
a copy of which was sent to President Pranab Mukherjee, the Visitor to the IITs. 
 
The HRD Ministry is yet to accept Shevgaonkar's resignation even as the latter has gone on leave. In a mail last week to 
the faculty members and students of IIT-Delhi, he had said it was his last new year message as the Director of IIT-Delhi 
and that he was awaiting his relieving order. 
 
Shevgaonkar, whose resignation had triggered a controversy, has attributed his decision to some "unforeseen 
situations". 

"Towards the end of the year... some unforeseen situations developed and I had to decide to step down from my 
position," he had said. Shevgaonkar, however, did not elaborate on the factors that had led to his decision to quit. 
 
A statement issued by IIT-Delhi right after the resignation had attributed the move to "personal reasons". 
 
In his mail, Shevgaonkar had said there is a need to convey a positive image about the internal functioning of the 
institute to the outside world. 
 
"Disagreement is an essential part of a healthy academic environment. However, care needs to be taken that the 
internal differences are not exploited by the outsiders to affect our functioning," he had said. 
 
After his resignation kicked up a row, the Centre said it has appointed a committee to look into the legality of an MoU 
signed with Mauritius during Shevgaonkar's tenure for setting up of a campus there even as IIT said the pact had 
approvals from the government. 
 
HRD Ministry officials have maintained that there was no pressure on Shevgaonkar to resign while IIT Delhi had said the 
resignation was "not connected to any other matter being reported in the press". 
 
Certain media reports had claimed that Shevgaonkar was under pressure to approve a proposal for a cricket academy on 
the IIT campus and to clear dues of Rs. 70 lakh to former IIT professor and BJP leader Subramanian Swamy.  

IIT-D faculty backs Shevgaonkar 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-d-faculty-backs-shevgaonkar/ 

While the HRD Ministry is yet to accept the resignation of IIT-Delhi Director Raghunath K Shevgaonkar, the 

institution’s faculty is firmly backing the Director. 

In a resolution following a general body meeting on Monday, IIT-Delhi’s Faculty Forum said it “unanimously 

and unitedly” extends its “full support” to Shevgaonkar. “We vehemently protest the malicious allegations and 

http://www.ndtv.com/article/cities/iit-delhi-faculty-forum-backs-director-645106
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-d-faculty-backs-shevgaonkar/
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the politicisation of issues in the press and media,” the resolution, which was sent to President Pranab 

Mukherjee, stated. The President is the Visitor of all IITs. 

Shevgaonkar’s resignation has triggered a controversy, with some reports suggesting that he quit after the 

Ministry allegedly pressured him to release salary dues of nearly Rs 70 lakh to former IIT-Delhi faculty and 

now BJP functionary Subramanian Swamy for the period between 1972 and 1991. The HRD ministry, while 

denying such reports, has set up an inquiry into IIT-Delhi’s MoU with Mauritius Research Council, claiming 

that it violates the IIT Act. Sources in the ministry have attributed Shevgaonkar’s resignation to an inquiry 

being set up in the matter. 

IIT-Delhi had earlier sought to clarify its stand on the issue, explaining that there was no violation in setting up 

the centre in Mauritius. The IIT-Delhi faculty forum had come out in strong support of Shevgaonkar last week 

as well, urging him to withdraw his resignation. 

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-d-faculty-backs-

shevgaonkar/#sthash.7FoPIMBg.dpuf 
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'Under construction' AICTE is now headless 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-under-construction-aicte-is-now-headless-2050580 

SS Mantha on Monday quit as chairman of the All-India Council of Technical Education, making the 

controversial apex body of technical education headless. Vice chairman of the council Avinash Pant has been 

given the charge for the time being. 

Why did he quit? 
Mantha resigned because the ministry of human resources and development (MHRD) is said to have not 

approved extension of his tenure. 

What is Mantha saying? 
He denied his departure has anything to do with the restructuring (of the council as planned by the Centre) or 

unhappiness of the (human resources) minister. "I have completed my tenure of three years and now I am back 

to my parent institution VJTI. There is no controversy at all." 

What has govt planned for the council? 
The Smriti Irani-led ministry has decided to restructure the council owing to its "incompetence". It constituted a 

four-member review committee in October to "restructure and strengthen" the council as per the vision of the 

BJP government. The committee, headed by ex-secretary of MHRD MK Shaw will submit its report by March. 

Why's Centre restructuring it? 
The ministry believes the 1987-born AICTE hasn't been able to curb commercialisation of technical education 

and has also failed to ensure the standard of the sector. 

As per the MHRD order... 
"There is a realisation that the council is finding it difficult to match the demand of private players in the field 

of technical education… there is a growing trend of commercialisation and the laid down norms and standards 

of the technical education are not fully implemented. The technical education sector needs to be reoriented and 

redefined in light of these difficulties, globalisation and competition in economy and research. Therefore, it is 

imperative... an urgent review of the AICTE is needed." 

What will the committee's tasks be? 
The committee will have to evaluate the performance of the council, and analyse its functions, regulatory 

lapses, work culture etc. The committee will also suggest amendment in the AICTE Act, 1987, measures for 

restructure, effective methods to enhance quality education, curb commercialisation, regulation of private 

institutes, and internalisation of education among other things. 

What is AICTE? 
It's the apex body for almost all professional courses in the country, including engineering, technology, 

management, MCA and pharmacy. It has over 4,600 institutes including engineering, pharmacy, IT, architecture 

and hotel management under its ambit. 

Its controversies 
The council had invited the ire of the Supreme Court last year. SC revoked its power to regulate MBA and 

MCA education, ruling that these were not under purview of the council as per the law. 

The body is also blamed for its "liberal approach" to approve colleges which led to mushrooming of private 

institutes across the country, lowering the quality of education. It has been dragged to court many times for its 

controversial approval and revoke process. Courts have nailed the regulator many times, imposing fine at least 

twice. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-under-construction-aicte-is-now-headless-2050580
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/bjp
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/culture
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/courses
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/architecture
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/colleges
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Invoking Buddha and Gandhi, IIT prof pitches for a green 

India 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-invoking-buddha-and-gandhi-iit-prof-pitches-for-a-green-india-

2050618 

The Indian Science Congress expressed concern over failure of Indian scientists and technological experts in 

developing cheaper and effective indigenous technologies, while also stressing the need for citizens' 

participation in protecting the environment. 

Speaking at a plenary session at the concluding day of the science congress on Wednesday, Prof Shyam 

Asolekar, head of Centre of Environmental Science at IIT-B, rattled off staggering statistics on hazardous waste 

and the lack of home-grown solutions to drive home the point. 

Over 9 million tonnes of poisonous noxious refuse is dumped every year by more than 30,000 industries. 

Besides, a significant amount of harmful rubbish is generated domestically, said Prof Asolekar. The waste 

includes lubricants, waste oils, chemicals, drugs, demolition debris of ships, bio-medical wastes, etc. 

"Our experts have failed in developing an effective and cheaper indigenous technology to manage the hazardous 

waste. So, we have no other option but to rely on costly imported technologies and results in non-compliance of 

the stipulated rules." 

The professor said that though several agencies and experts are working in the field of environmental 

protection, they are yet to focus on the real problems and their solutions. He said that a bulk of the dangerous 

substances can be utilized to produce energy as they have high calorific value. 

Prof Asolekar also pointed out that not only industries but citizens also contribute a lot in generating hazardous 

waste. "Batteries of electronic toys, lithium batteries of watches, mobiles and other gadgets lead to a large 

amount of the waste which is categorised as the 'hazardous waste'. 

Invoking Gandhi and Buddha, Prof Asolekar told the Congress and its young participants about Article 51 A 

(G) of India's Constitution – which states that it is the duty of every citizen to protect the natural environment, 

forests, lakes, rivers, wildlife and to have compassion towards living creature. "This is the only duty among so 

many rights our constitution has given to the Indian citizens and we must abide by it." 

Bhat appointed Jalandhar NIT director 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/punjab/jalandhar/bhat-appointed-jalandhar-nit-director/article1-1304375.aspx 

Inder Krishen Bhat has been appointed the director of Dr BR Ambedkar National Institute of Technology (NIT) 

here. 

The union ministry of human resource development has appointed Bhat, director, Malaviya National Institute of 

Technology, Jaipur, to the post, without specifying his tenure. Bhat has been told to take over the charge from 

officiating director S Ghosh with immediate effect. 

Bhat, who is likely to assume office on Friday, while listing out his priorities, said he would work on 

introducing special academic and research programmes at the institute. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-invoking-buddha-and-gandhi-iit-prof-pitches-for-a-green-india-2050618
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-invoking-buddha-and-gandhi-iit-prof-pitches-for-a-green-india-2050618
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/congress
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/scientists
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/gandhi
http://www.hindustantimes.com/punjab/jalandhar/bhat-appointed-jalandhar-nit-director/article1-1304375.aspx
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“My priority will be both teaching and research. The exchange programme with foreign universities will also be 

worked out so that students excel in research projects,” he said, adding that he would strive to create 

international-level research environment on the campus. 

When asked about the alleged irregularities on the campus, he said, “We will develop a roadmap to run the 

institute in a proper manner.” 

Bhat already has the charge of NIT Jaipur and Indian Institute of Information Technology, Kota. 

“I will ask the HRD ministry to issue an advertisement for a regular director for the Jalandhar institute as I am 

already occupied with two major positions,” Bhat said, adding that he would remain in this position for five to 

six months. 

The ministry on Tuesday had issued orders that the services of earlier director SK Das had been terminated. 

Earlier, the board of governors had told Das to proceed on long leave following alleged discrepancies in the 

institute. 
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Two IIT grads hit a Purplle patch with beauty ecommerce, bag 

series A funding 

Yesterday, we wrote about how niche ecommerce companies like Lenskart, furniture etailer Urban Ladder, and 

jewelry estore Bluestone have been coming up fast in India, as people get more comfortable buying a variety of 

products online. Now, another niche player, Purplle has raised an undisclosed amount in series A funding from 

IvyCap Ventures. This ecommerce site focuses on the beauty and grooming vertical. 

Purplle was founded by Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) grads Manish Taneja and Rahul Dash. 

Taneja grew up in Faridabad, near Delhi, and went to IIT Delhi for Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, while 

Dash grew up in Bhubaneswar in the state of Orissa and went to IIT Kharagpur and then to Indian Institute of 

Management (IIM) Ahmedabad. The two were flatmates when Taneja was working with private equity firm 

Fidelity, which involved evaluating and investing in consumer tech businesses, while Dash was toying with an 

online furniture marketplace idea. “We used to discuss these business models all the time and that’s how Purplle 

germinated. We worked on it for six months before quitting and starting up,” Manish Taneja tells Tech in Asia. 

The duo launched Purplle from Mumbai in 2011, and soon bagged seed funding from Blume Ventures, Mumbai 

Angels, and Chennai Angels. Now, with fresh funds, they’re poised to scale up rapidly this year. 

Besides buying products on Purplle, users can also compare products based on several parameters, including 

ratings, colors, and prices. Also, you can compare salons and spas in your neighborhood based on reviews, 

pictures, and distance from your location. Purplle’s first mobile app will be out in a few weeks. It will have a 

different app for salons. That will be released next month, Taneja tells us. 

More and more Indian shoppers are now loosening purse strings online. And as ecommerce is gaining 

momentum, great design, photos, and curation are turning out to be key influencers in the buying decision. 

Purplle wants to get that right. 

Taneja says his team made a lot of mistakes initially with images and content on the site but learned from them. 

“Now, we are very focused on simple design. Pictures make a big difference. Our design team checks every 

image before it goes live on the platform,” he says. 

He is building a “full-fledged content management system” to avoid design mistakes in future. 

https://www.techinasia.com/lenskart-remove-indias-tag-blind-capital-world-212-million-fresh-funding/
https://www.techinasia.com/tag/lenskart/
https://www.techinasia.com/tag/urban-ladder/
http://www.bluestone.com/
http://purplle.com/
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Solution-oriented and hyperlocal 

Purplle already has a few strong competitors. Beauty ecommerce portal Nykaa, founded by an investment 

banker-turned-entrepreneur Falguni Nayar, Mumbai-based BeautyKafe, and Birchbox-style FabBag are a few. 

Apart from these vertical-focused companies, broader ecommerce marketplaces like Flipkart, Amazon, and 

Snapdeal too offer a wide range of beauty and grooming products. 

With such fierce competition, it is hard to stand out, but Taneja believes Purplle’s focus gives it an edge over 

others. “Having a wide range of products is not a solution to all needs of customers. It only serves the customers 

who are well-informed and know what they want to buy. For others, there is a lot of value in discovery and 

curation. We think we will do this better because of our razor sharp focus on this category,” he says. 

We believe the exact consumer pain point [in beauty ecommerce] is not access, quick delivery, or catalog of 

products or services but how a consumer connects to the right product or service personalized for him/her. 

Purplle.com enables this discovery. The key insight we drew from customer behavior on the site was that 

customers wanted solutions to their problems. They did not want a particular product or a particular service. We 

believe we are addressing this in a hyperlocal manner.  

Taneja says Purplle has a million monthly active users and has tie-ups with more than 7,000 salons, spas, and 

skin and hair care stores across Mumbai. It plans to find 50,000 partners across 30 Indian cities and end this 

year with GMV (gross merchandize value) of US$30 to 40 million. 

What excites him and Dash most about scaling Purplle is the quintessential thrill of starting up – “the ability to 

build something bottom up.” Born to middle class parents who held jobs with India’s public sector enterprises, 

“both of us never believed that we could come this far in our endeavor,” Taneja says. “With our current scale 

and resources, we are all the more excited to make it big.” 

https://www.techinasia.com/iit-grads-hit-purplle-patch-beauty-ecommerce-bag-series-funding/
http://www.beautykafe.com/
http://www.fabbag.com/

